
It has been quite an extraordinary six months since our au-
tumn edition.  There has been unprecedented demand for 
trees and many requests from companies to be involved with 
us on tree planting and nursery management days.  Our re-
newed Carbon Mitigation scheme received great support 
from individuals and organisations of varying sizes.  Tree dedi-
cations went through the roof, up over 1000%!  Yes, 1000%, 

that is not a typo!  Huge thanks to Paul Harrison, our Trustee who has managed the Tree 
dedications for many years.  Paul writes about his 14 years with Moor Trees on pages 4 & 5. 
 
This winter we grew, lifted, supplied and planted nearly 17,000 trees, 10,000 more than any 
other year in our history.  We planted our 100,000th tree.  The team have done an incredible 
job, especially as we partnered with Devon Wildlife Trust and the Woodland Trust, which 
meant working across multiple sites in a single season - another first for Moor Trees.  This 
bought its own challenges, but we reached March having achieved our ambitions with only a 
few glitches, from which we will learn and be stronger and more prepared for next winter.  
We were assisted by an army of volunteers and Jon Covey, Broadley Nursery Officer and 
Trustee eloquently pays homage to these winter works in his article on page 2. 
 
Now we are all facing an invisible and tenacious opponent, and it has certainly had an im-
pact on our operations and funding.  We have cancelled all volunteer events and overnight 
our regular income has dropped from an average of £5,000 a month to £150.  We are cur-
rently in a position where we have reserve funding for 4 months operation but after that 
things will be twitchy.  Unfortunately, we are not considered an essential service so the 
Covid-19 emergency funding for charities and organisations does not apply to us. 
 
A special mention must be made to our staff and volunteers, some who are assisting our 
staff at the present time.  We are keeping the tree nurseries growing and in these quieter 
times we are reflecting on our modus operandi and planning new funding initiatives. 
 
On a more optimistic note we have nearly 25,000 trees growing, of which half or more will 
be ready for this coming winter.  We have many landowners requesting woodland creation 
and I am confident that if we can get to September then things will be okay.  We are making 
improvements to our nurseries using grant funding that was gifted for that purpose 
(restricted funding), including investing in root trainers and staging; a new timber structure 
for storage and shelter; rain water harvesting and watering infrastructure to reduce reliance 
on metered and spring water; new signage, marketing and educational material.  You will 
see these improvements as they evolve over the next 18 months. 
 
We cannot forget, despite the current circumstances, that this year, 2020, is officially desig-
nated as Year of the Tree.  The countryside does need more trees, more woodland and 
hedgerows, and a more connected landscape.  This fact has not diminished and so our work 
will not diminish.  We invite you to join us in supporting Moor Trees and our work.  If you 
feel you can help us financially in the coming months by pledging a small amount per month, 
such as £5.00, for the next 6 months, it will be very gratefully accepted.  This will ensure we 
can continue to focus our energies on growing trees, planning next winter’s new woodland, 
and give us breathing space to apply for other grant funding, a process which can take 3 – 6 
months to come to fruition. 
 
Thank you for your continued patron-
age.  We’ll meet again some sunny day 
and enjoy the opportunity to be 
amongst friends, re-connecting with the 
earth as we gently nurture the forests of 
the future. 

Director Adam Owen brings us up to date. 
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Page 2: this season’s tree planting. 
Page 3: a tree dedicator’s experience. 
Pages 4 & 5:  Paul Harrison reflects on his      
14 years with Moor trees. 
Page 6: 100,000th tree planting. 
Page 7: MPs visit to Broadley & Adam 
Owen’s visit to Hebden Bridge. 
Page 8:  a tree dedicator’s poem. 



Page 2 Moor Trees News  

. 

  

Jon Covey runs us through this year’s very busy tree planting 
season 

learn some lessons and endeavour to do 
better at Greyhills, a very tricky site set 
up in challenging conditions a couple of 
days before we planted. The planting 
day itself was a phenomenal effort from 
a relatively small group of volunteers, 
632 trees planted in 4 hours, a small 
wood at the end of a very muddy, slip-
pery and extremely long field plus a 
shelter belt planted in the adjoining 
field. That was the first 4 weeks up to 
Christmas: 4365 trees. 
 
2020 started at Higher Stiniel (near 
Chagford) planting the field margins of 
some beautiful wild flower meadows. 
Virus permitting, it will be a treat to 
check the trees we planted as a back-
drop to the dazzling display of wildflow-
ers, buzzing with bees and flighty but-
terflies in high summer. 
 
It was full steam ahead to plant two 
hedgerows at Aveton Farm, a brilliant 
effort by the Plymouth University stu-
dents superbly led by Jon and Brian and 
student leader Saul. Another big group 
of volunteers turned out to plant a 
hedgerow at Brook Manor for Moor 
Trees Patron, Kevin Cox. The hedgerow 
trees will create a green lane and wild-
life corridor linking up the myriad habi-
tats for bats, birds, mammals and in-
sects. 
 
Two very contrasting sites were com-
pleted in February, the month of wind 
and lashings of rain. Lustleigh was a 
stunning place to plant trees, a gentle 
slope surrounded by a variety of mas-
sive old trees and existing woodland. 
We were delighted to welcome some 
young pupils from the Steiner school. 
Thanks to Mael for co-ordinating the 
school tree planting. Their infectious 
enthusiasm filled everyone with hope 
for the future. They planted so well that 
they had a well deserved play time in 
the afternoon, running up and down 
and around the adjoining field. 
From one site, high up on Dartmoor, to 
another, on the flood plain of the River 
Avon valley, at Hatch Arundel. A bit of a 

muddy water course to slosh through 
inside the gateway, but it was drier the 
closer you were to the river bank! We 
were helped greatly at this site by plant-
ing teams from Babcock and EAD Ecol-
ogy, very ably managed by Jon Brock 
and Brian Daniel to ensure a very high 
quality tree planting event. 
 
The last location which we planted in 
March, was an amazing place nestled 
beneath the magnificently imposing 
Blackingstone Rock, a majestic granite 
tor! There was abundant natural regen-
eration here with the pioneer birch spe-
cies dominant. A large area had been 
clear felled of larch some years ago and 
a dense layer of toppled over bracken 
was present over most of the planting 
area; so you had to clear a swathe of 
bracken before you could see the 
ground to dig your hole! It made a nice 
change from sloping grass fields. An 
enjoyable challenge! 

This winter Moor Trees volunteers 
planted 8,930 trees and supplied 7,890 
trees for local landowners to plant 
themselves: 16,820 in total! The plant-
ing team are now off for a long lie down 
in a darkened room! 

Tree planting season started with a gal-
lop through 3 sloping grassed fields: 
Harford Bridge (Peter Tavy), Homestead 
(Horners Tongue) and Holystreet 
(Chagford). 1436 trees planted in the 
first week. Wham, Bam, thank you 
mam! 
 
Holystreet was a site perched on a 
steep slope that tumbled down to the 
river Teign. Buzzards soared overhead, 
kayakers paddled down the Teign valley 
and Moor Trees volunteers scampered 
up and down the hill, the trees flew into 
the holes. We were straight onto the 
next site at Didworthy, where 470 trees 
were planted as a small wood and 
hedgerow. 

We hit a bump in the road at our next 
venue at Pip Farm. Rocking up to a site 
none of us had visited before or tried to 
find! With a trailer load of stakes, 
guards and trees and an extremely large 
group of enthusiastic novice tree plant-
ers all arriving at various times during 
the morning. The planting was a much 
lower density than we usually plant 
with certain areas not being planted at 
all. It was a recipe for a wheel to come 
off the wagon and it certainly did that! 
It was time to dust ourselves down, 

Editors: Sadly, the last Thursday and 
Sunday volunteering days at Blacking-
stone Rock had to be cancelled due to 
Corona virus. What Jon modestly doesn’t 
mention in his piece is that we only man-
aged to finish this years’ planting be-
cause he spent a long day at the site 
alone planting  the remaining trees. 
Three Cheers for Jon!  

The completed planting site at Holystreet 

The magnificent Blackingstone rock Tor 
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A  living, lasting, silent memorial to Desmond Fawcett. 
My wish was to mark Desmond’s life with something for the future, the grandchildren and the 
planet.  Whilst solving global warming is not in my gift, I wanted to make a contribution that was 
simple and significant. 
 
I trawled the internet, talked to friends and even Green politicians.  Many large, national organisa-
tions do terrific work but they didn’t grab me.  I was immediately attracted to Moor Trees.  The 
ethos of aiming to plant native trees and create a habitat for flora and fauna appealed.   I didn’t 

want a remembrance labelled tree: I wanted trees and nature and South Devon, even though I live in London.  Devon 
fitted because Desmond spent many school holidays staying with his grandparents in Lustleigh.  He had been very happy 
there.  We had taken our children there on holidays. 
 
I spoke to Moor Trees’ director Adam in the summer of 2019 and by July I had made my commitment for trees in the 
next planting season.  Joining in planting the trees was just a hope, until my friend Liz Nicholson, another tree lover living 
in North Devon, said we would do this together.  We would stay in a cottage near the planting area - just hope it doesn’t 
SNOW!  Credit, I think, to Adam who just might have engineered planting at Lustleigh in the week we had agreed we 
could both be in South Devon to help. 
 
On 6 February Liz and I had a wonderful day in Lustleigh, joining in planting 240 trees with children, volunteers and Moor 
Trees people.  We were made to feel so welcome and part of what was going on.   It worked perfectly!  Thank you. 
Jane Fawcett 
 
And a tip - Brian makes a great cup of tea! 

 
 

There has been much in the press recently regarding the use of plastic tree shelters and it is cer-
tainly a concern, particularly if we are to be planting 50 million trees a year for the next 30 years to 
meet the Committee on Climate Change recommendations for the UK. 
 
What do we do with them when they have served their purpose?  How do we fund their collection 
and recycling, if indeed they can be recycled?  Of two recycling businesses Moor Trees contacted 
the tree shelters were to be returned reasonably clean, in bulk, with a collection fee added.  To 
fund someone to remove the shelters, transport, cleaning and packaging would currently cost over 
£600 for 1000 tree shelters, quite an additional cost for landowners, and thus makes it unlikely 
that tree shelters will be disposed of in an environmentally satisfactory manner. Thankfully the 

industry is taking the issue seriously and innovative new designs of tree shelters, with new ingredients, are being trialled. 
 
Having discussed this with the Woodland Trust and followed a trial on behalf of the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust it appears there 
is a new option on the market for hedgerow protection.  It is the 1000 Treebio spiral guard.  It is made of polylactic acid, which is 
degraded initially by UV then by moisture and heat and finally consumed as lactic acid by soil organisms. 
 
Unfortunately, tree protection against deer, sheep and larger herbivores needs stronger, taller shelters.  We currently use Tubex 
1.2m and 1.5m tubes.  They are great because they are robust, with little degradation and result in very few trees being lost.  How-
ever, they are considered an eyesore and as a single use plastic difficult to dispose of or recycle; they are polluting.  Rumour has it, 
next year Treebio will produce taller guards to protect trees against deer browsing. 
 
Other options on the market do not seem to be as good, they are heavier (one made from cashew nuts), degrade quicker than re-
quired or are more expensive per unit. The other options are of course to fence or not protect the trees but, when planting on land 
over which one has no control of domestic or wild grazing animals the reality is that grazing by herbivores will mean a very significant 
loss of trees.  If you want a woodland to grow and establish quickly then tree protection is crucial.  If you can leave the land to natu-
rally scrub up and establish woodland this is also an option but on average it will be 30 years before the woodland closes canopy as 
opposed to about 10 years if protected, plus you need a seed source.  A forest simply doesn’t grow unless there is a strong seed 
source. 

 
Moor Trees will be using the most environmentally friendly and cost-effective tree tubes in the immediate future but 
we are always happy to work with landowners on alternative methods of tree protection. 

Moor Trees News  

Jane Fawcett travelled from London to help plant the 100 trees that 

she dedicated to her late husband Desmond. 

Adam Owen on plastic tree shelter issues. 

Read Jane’s poem about her experience on page 8 

Jane gets stuck in with 
the planting 
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Paul Harrison is retiring as editor of the newsletter.   

Here he looks back on his 14 years with Moor Trees. 

And yes, we are going to work today! In all 
my time with Moor Trees, except during this 
current Coronavirus crisis, no matter what 
the weather, a volunteering day has been 
cancelled twice at the most as far as I recall! 

So first, the Moor Trees’ abiding ritual of 
coffee, tea and biscuits sheltering as best we 
could in a small, leaking, rickety hut—in 
those days, the only shelter—except it was 
so small there was no room for me! 
 
I learnt how to root prune and transplant 
year old oak seedlings—’lining out’ they 
called it. My first lesson!  And so we worked 
in the pouring rain. Lining out with much 
banter and fun with the rain trickling down 
our necks.  I was strangely hooked!  
 
We used to have several nurseries -  the one 
at Broadley where I started, is still going 
strong.  Then it was run by the legendary 
Bea Campbell (who more or less ran Moor 
trees singlehandedly) and now magnificently 
run by volunteer and trustee Jon Covey, who 
started volunteering about the same time as 
me.   
 
We had another nursery at Frys and Mays in 
Keyham, Plymouth, where we had taken 
over several allotments on a large public 
allotment site. We also had another small 
nursery  at Moretonhampstead on an allot-
ment  kindly run by  longstanding Moor 
Trees’  supporter Leslie Horrell.  
 
And there were several very small scale 
enterprises where individuals grew trees for 
Moor Trees.  Rationalisation meant that the 
Keyham nursery was disbanded many years 
ago and Moor Trees stopped using the 
Moretonhampstead and other smaller ones.  
Along the way we also acquired our current 
nursery at Dartington.  So it's just Broadley 
and Dartington now. 
 

When I started there was only the most 
primitive shelter on each allotment - if any 
and certainly no loos. Now we have substan-
tial huts at Broadley and Dartington with 
‘luxuries’ like wood burning stoves and com-
post loos. Growing beds were just rectangles 
of earth cut into the turf whereas now they 
all have wooden frames.  And oak trees at 
Dartington are now mostly grown in cells 

and kept in ingenious vole-proof exclosures. 
I recall a much smaller minibus than the one 
we have now - nicknamed 'Mr. T' (of the 
television program The A-Team, but I'm not 
sure why.) It  sometimes used to belch out 
so much black smoke which I'm sure was 
barely offset by the trees we planted!  And I 
remember one Sunday when I was travelling 
along the A38 towards South Brent heading 
for Broadley when I saw the minibus in a lay-
by.  It had a flat tyre and I ended up giving 
the 7 volunteers and a dog a lift in my very 
small Peugeot 106! 
 
What I have always loved most about Moor 

Frys and Mays nursery at Keyham 

Building the compost loo at Broadley circa 2007 

Fourteen years ago I had just retired 
and was looking at the ads in the win-
dow of Tavistock's Volunteer Centre 
for something useful to do with some 
of the abundant time I now had.  
 
For the 20 years before my retirement I had 
been working from home as a freelance 
writer. Often I was working 12-hour days 
and apart from the occasional phone call or 
e-mail it was a pretty isolated life. So I 
wanted something that would get me out 
and about and also in contact with people 
again but with not too much commitment. 
And there amongst the other ads was one 
about Moor Trees. 'Plant trees in and 
around Dartmoor,’ it said, 'come as often as 
you like'.  And the clincher: 'all the tea and 
cake you could wish for!'  I signed up. 
 
So the following Sunday  it's my first day of 
volunteering.  I'm the first to arrive and I'm 
in my car waiting outside the remote Broad-
ley nursery. The sky is black and it's bucket-
ing down and I'm secretly hoping that the 
whole thing has been called off.  Nobody in 
their right mind would work in this weather!  
Would they?  
 
A few minutes later the minibus arrived with 
about a dozen volunteers . Mainly young 
university students and a couple of oldies 
like me.  All  very friendly  and welcoming.  

Sheltering as best we could in a small rickety hut 

Planting at Week, near Dartington, 2019.  ‘A volunteer-
ing day has been cancelled twice at the most as far as I 

recall.’ 
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In a way I owe it to Moor Trees that I took 
up the trombone again after a 50 year 
hiatus.  One of the volunteers, aware of 
how much I regretted having given it up, 
kindly brought her trombone along to 
Broadley nursery for me try out (which I 
did, attracting the cattle from an adjacent 
field!).  I was hooked and I've been playing 
ever since.  
 
We used to have an annual New Year's 
Day walk ending up with a pub lunch.  
That sort of fizzled out. However last year 
we had what is to be hoped will become a 
regular event, a Citizen’s Science day 
which involved a walk on the moor led by 
one of our our resident scientists Dr. Tom 
Murphy.   
 
We also used to have the occasional work-
free outing in the minibus.  The last one I 
remember was to Fingle Bridge where we 
had a great time playing Pooh Sticks! 
 
One characteristic of the hardcore volun-
teers has always been ‘going the extra 
mile’.  I remember one season when the 
powers that be decided that we were 
going to collect and plant 40,000 acorns in 
Broadley within a very limited timeframe.  
One day this involved planting late into 
the evening to get those 40,000 acorns in 
the ground and we did it!   And in the 
same spirit,  volunteers, staff and trustees 
are pulling together to keep Moor Trees 
going during the current  Coronavirus 
crisis. 

 
A few years ago we were  involved in a  
joint project (OPEP) with Dartmoor prison 
to help rehabilitate prisoners through tree  
growing and planting.  There were tree 
nurseries within the prison grounds. We 
also restored the old reservoir at the 
prison and replanted the area with trees.    
 
We had  an ‘arrangement’ with the prison 
that they would print our newsletter in 
their print room.  Usually there were ar-
rangements for me to pick up the news-
letters from outside the prison, but once I 

had to go into the prison to collect them 
and this involved me putting my arms up 
and being frisked! 

 
I have met and become friends with so 
many lovely, amazing and talented people 
in Moor Trees.  I wanted to write some-
thing about each one, but there were far 
too many and I didn't want to leave any-
one out.  Then I decided it would be easier 
and more diplomatic if I didn't  write 
about anyone in particular. 

 
 
During my 14 years with Moor Trees, I 
became a trustee, editor of the newslet-
ter, photographer and also responsible for 
tree dedications.  At the next AGM I in-
tend to relinquish all those roles so that I 
can spend more time on my other inter-
ests (including the trombone).  I shall con-
tinue to volunteer at the ‘chalkface’. 
 
A special thanks to Naomi Wisbey for all 
her help with the newsletter in recent 
years. Without her help I probably would 
have given up the editorship sooner. 

Trees is the 'family' feel amongst the regu-
lar volunteers, staff and trustees of the 
charity.  Everybody cares for everyone 
else and will, for example, be concerned if 
a regular doesn't turn up one week. Birth-
days are remembered, often with a card 
and birthday cake with candles.  Sadly 
John Burden (pictured), who started 
about the same time as me, has been in a 
nursing home for a few years now, but a 
couple of the Moor Trees team still visit 
him regularly.   

 
So conducive to friendliness is Moor Trees 
that I have seen three relationships that 
were conceived and/or nurtured in Moor 
Trees that have resulted in marriage or 
partnership and are still going strong! (I 
think). 

Working late into the evening 

John Burden, cutting has 70th birthday cake with the 
legendary Bea Campbell in the background 

Tree nursery within HMP Dartmoor 

Paul helping with preparations for his first Moor Trees  
Christmas party at Broadley in 2006 

Volunteer and  former trustee Matt Underwood tries 
out the tractor while future wife Charlotte looks on 

bemused 
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South Brent charity, Moor Trees, 
celebrated the planting of 100,000 
native trees across Dartmoor on Sun-
day 02nd February 2020 at Brook 
Manor, Buckfastleigh, with their pa-
tron Kevin Cox, who is also Chairman 
of the RSPB.  They were joined by 
Trustees, staff and volunteers.   
 
This year Moor Trees has grown and 
planted or supplied over 15,000 
trees, more than double that of last 
year, in response to an unprece-
dented number of requests from 
landowners for new woodland and 
hedgerows.  This winter nearly 20 
acres of woodland and 1 mile of 

hedgerow will have been created by 
hundreds of volunteers, which will 
bring great benefits to the local envi-
ronment in years to come. 
 
Over 7000 trees were planted to sup-
port the Devon Greater Horseshoe 
Bat Project, in partnership with the 
Devon Wildlife Trust and Woodland 
Trust.  The project works throughout 
the greater horseshoe bat’s key 
breeding and feeding grounds in 
Devon to improve understanding, 
awareness and habitat for this rare 
and threatened Species.  The bat re-
quires tall, thick bushy hedgerows to 
find its way across the landscape as 
well as woodland edge habitats for 
feeding and navigating along.  The 
trees will greatly increase the hedge 
and woodland edge habitats available 
to them. For  more information and to 
find out how to borrow a bat detector 
for free through the Devon Bat Survey 
visit www.devonbatproject.org. 
 

Kevin Cox stated, ‘It is wonderful 
knowing that by planting native 
woodland or new hedgerows we are 
contributing to improving the oppor-
tunities for some of our most vulner-
able wildlife, such as the Greater 

Horseshoe Bat.  Not only do the 
trees provide new homes and feed-
ing grounds for these creatures, the 
trees will also be absorbing carbon 
dioxide, filtering pollution, reducing 
flooding by slowing water flowing 
from the land into the rivers, pro-
tecting soil erosion and of course 
helping us.  It has been shown that 
by spending time in nature, and 
particularly around trees, helps our 
mental and physical wellbeing.  
Planting the right tree in the right 
place is surely one of the best things 
we can all do.’ 
 
Working with local landowners, 
Moor Trees has planted broadleaf 
trees on over 220 acres around 
Dartmoor and the South Hams since 
1999. Volunteers turn out on Sun-
days throughout the winter months 
to plant oak, birch, willow, haw-
thorn, holly and many more, grown 
specially in nurseries at Dartington 
and near Diptford from seed col-
lected in the area. 
 
With climate change and species 
extinctions now very much in the 
news, the use to which the country-
side is put is more than ever under 
scrutiny.  Adam Owen, Moor Trees 
Director, added, ‘One of the chal-
lenges for us is funding.  We con-
tinue to receive monies from indi-
vidual donors and grants from or-
ganisations like the Woodland Trust, 
yet we could do so much more.  
With more money we could provide 
100,000 trees a year!  If an individ-
ual or a business is interested in 
becoming a supporter of Moor 
Trees please contact us.’ 
 
Potential supporters, volunteers 
and landowners interested in creat-
ing woodland can visit 
www.moortrees.org to find more 
information and contact details.       

Planting Moor Trees’ 100,000th tree 

Moor Trees patron Kevin Cox plants 
the 100,000th tree 

This year we planted our 100,000th 
tree! It was at Brook Manor, home 
of our patron, Kevin Cox and his 
wife Donna (founder of Moor 
Meadows) who were there to cele-
brate with us. We finished planting 
at lunchtime and then, in true 
Moor Trees fashion had tea and 
cake in Kevin and Donna’s garden. 
The following article was written by 
Laura White and published in the 
Moorlander (10th February, 2020) 

Volunteers enthusiastically planting a 
hedgerow to provide a bat corridor 

http://www.devonbatproject.org
http://www.moortrees.org
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Anthony Mangnall, the new MP for Totnes, visited our director, Adam Owen, and trus-
tees, Jon Covey (also nursery manager) and Tim Ferry, at the Moor Trees Broadley nurs-
ery on Tuesday 18 February.  Despite getting his car stuck in the mud on arrival, he was 
in great spirits and clearly very interested in and well-briefed on environmental issues.  
We discussed ways in which DEFRA  (Department  for Food, Environment, and Rural 
Affairs) might directly support tree-planting organisations to help the government meet 
its ambitious national targets for new woodland.  He promised to raise these with Min-
isters and civil servants. 
 

We went on to talk about the shortcomings of the Environment and Agriculture Bills, so that he can play an active part in 
improving them as they go through Parliament.  After his visit he sent us this email: 
 
Can I thank you all enormously for your time on Tuesday. I absolutely loved my visit to see the Broadley Nursery. You are 
working on an area that I am really passionate about and I hope we can work together over the coming months and 
years. 
 
You mentioned a number of issues that I would like to discuss in Westminster with colleagues, especially matters that 
relate to the Environment Bill. Taking a broader approach to our landscape is an absolute must and I will certainly be 
advocating this position. 
 
I would love to see the nursery in Dartington and I will raise your work with my farming group next week. 
 
Please stay in touch and keep me in the loop with any developments. 
 
We assume his cousin from across the valley got him out of the mud with his Land Rover fairly promptly, so that it didn’t 
disrupt a day of appointments carefully set up for him by his PA!      Tim Ferry 

Following a visit by our Trustee, Tim Ferry, (reported in our Autumn 2019 newsletter) to 
Treesponsibility, I was invited to give a presentation about Moor Trees.  Treesponsibility 
was hosting a series of weekends to teach people about their work and the work of similar 
organisations, with the aspiration of more start-up tree planting groups becoming estab-
lished.  The weekend was held in the Hebden Hey Scout Hut, near Hebden Bridge.  Head-
ing back there was a familiar journey as I’m a Lancashire lad and seeing mill towns nestled 
in the moors bought back happy memories.  The weekend was to be one day of seminars 
and one day out looking at planting sites. 

 
The talk was well received, and I shan’t bore you with the details about our constitution, management and funding chal-
lenges but one thing stood out for me.  I was amazed to learn that Moor Trees was the only one of the four very estab-
lished organisations present that grew our own trees.  People were very interested in how we did this, with some curious 
as to why.  Growing our own trees is undoubtedly a skilled job and the weekend made me realise just how unique we are 
as a charity.  There are many great tree planting charities around the country, but in England my understanding is we are 
the only one that actually grows our trees as well as planting them. 
 
Unfortunately, the second day was the day Storm Ciara arrived.  It was as we were discussing the benefits of upland tree 
planting, notably with regard to flood management.  When I left Hebden Hey I passed the new flood defences being com-
pleted in Hebden Bridge and Mytholmroyd; within 18 hours Storm Ciara had submerged those two towns once again! 
 
Treesponsibility has done some extraordinary work over the last 25 years, planting hundreds of thousands of trees, includ-
ing nearly 20,000 between February and March this year.  They do full weekend residential planting, are very active in the 
community and very vocal about upstream flood management.  Their projects are strongly supported by the Environment 
Agency and Woodland  Trust, both financially and through service support.  I returned thinking there is much we can learn 
from our colleagues in the north, and I hope they feel the same way about us.                                 
 
www.treesponsibility.com 

New Totnes MP Anthony Mangnall visited Moor Trees’ Broadley nursery in February 

Adam Owen recounts his  recent visit to Treesponsibility at Hebden Bridge 

From left to right, Adam Owen, Jon 
Covey and Anthony Mangnall MP 

A Treesponsibility hillside planting site 

http://www.treesponsibility.com


About Moor Trees 

 

Moor Trees 

Old School Centre 
Totnes Road 
South Brent 

Devon 
TQ10 9BP 

 
PHONE: 

01364 649277 
 

E-MAIL: 
info@moortrees.org 

 
 

Visit our website 
at 

www.moortrees.org 
 

Registered charity number 
1081142 

 

 

 

Our patrons: 

Kevin Cox (chair of the RSPB) 
Sir Jonathon Porritt 
Stephan Harding (Schumacher College) 
Satish Kumar (Resurgence magazine and Schumacher College) 
Pen Hadow (Polar explorer) 
Alan Watson Featherstone (Trees for Life) 

Our staff: 
Adam Owen  Director 
Brian Daniel  Operations Officer 
Jon Brock  Woodland & Nursery Officer (Dartington) 
Jon Covey  Nursery Officer (Broadley) 
Paul Harrison Newsletter Editor &Tree Dedications 
Naomi Wisbey Newsletter co-editor 
 

Edited by Paul Harrison and Naomi Wisbey.  Printed by Dartprint Tavistock 

 

Our trustees: 
Janet Cotter (Chair) 
Naomi Wisbey (Secretary) 
Jon Covey (Treasurer) 
Paul Harrison 

Tom Murphy 
Tim Ferry 
Jill Broom 

Tree planting - Thank you 
 
The lush, green, undulating hills on Dartmoor edge 
Cradled in the craggy Cleave at Lustleigh. 
A bit above the long-nestled village, sloping down 
In a tufty fertile field, Moor Trees tipped tender saplings - 
Sylvan seedlings. 
And spilling after - 
Spades, stakes, mallets, protective sleeves. 
Given guidance, helpers gather tools - 
Dig neatly holes in damp, soft soil. 
Roots boot-firmed are safely fixed. 
Children competing to out-plant pals. 
Adults go at methodical, plodding pace. 
A mild February welcomed the future forest. 
A field-full of rowan, goat willow, hazel, blackthorn, 
Crab apple and mighty, now tiny, oak. 
An aftertime wood. 
Days later, in blustery, broken weather, 
In the warmth of the Barracks Hill Shed 
Visiting this starter hub, with mugs of tea, 
We see where Moor trees begin. 
I came for a memory and a commitment 
And leave with touching and tender thoughts. 

 

Jane Fawcett 

http://www.moortrees.org

