Moor Trees News
Restoring native woodland

autumn 2012

Summer has been a busy time at Moor Trees ....
Work continues apace at Dartmoor prison with the reservoir fully
restored and the woodland partly re-planted, with plenty of insect habitat piles created amongst the trees.
We are now working on the new paths with a view to opening the
area to the public next year.
We are still planning to extend our work here onto the hillside and
have been talking to both the National Park and the Duchy of Cornwall on this potentially landscape-changing project.

...the reservoir fully restored

...woodland partly replanted

On the personnel side there have been one or
two changes. We are very sad to have lost
Michelle who has left us to concentrate on
her new family in Honiton. I’m sure many
members and volunteers will always remember her bubbly personality and nursery expertise. Here she is as part of the team creating
the tree nursery at Dartington a few years
ago.
As Bea concentrates her volunteer efforts more on the important office work, this
winter our planting teams will be led by Jon Brock, a Trustee and well practised in
tree management and planting (see page 3).
Registered office
Old School Centre
Totnes Road
South Brent
TQ10 9BP

At the time of writing we hope to be able to plant a substantial wet alder wood this
winter, so I have produced a short article on the tree (page 5) to highlight its importance as part of a natural woodland.

Registered charity
No. 1081142

Best wishes
Graham Burton
Director

Trees for Life >
Ecology of the alder >
OPEP: a prisoner’s view >
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Nursery News
Bea Campbell and volunteers have been busy collecting and processing seeds.

The rain this ‘summer’ may
not have been the best
weather for volunteers...

...but it has been excellent for the saplings growing in the nurseries - some
birch seedlings have grown from 3 inches tall in the spring to 3 feet now.
Our crop of trees is good again and generally the nurseries are in good
shape.

September is seed processing time and this year we have collected from White Wood near Venford reservoir and
Deeper Marsh at New Bridge. The quantities of seed vary according to the weather in the spring and summer.
This year, crab apple and blackthorn have been harder to find, but there was a wonderful display of hawthorn at
Deeper Marsh colouring the trees deep red.
The first photograph shows half a bucket of rowan berries from White Wood ready for processing - squashing by
hand and washing to release the seeds. The seeds on the right are the harvest from the top half of the bucket.
They will be stored in the small box in moist vermiculite in a fridge before sowing in the spring. Always carefully
labelled of course!

processing rowan berries

guelder rose seedlings

The second photograph is a picture of tiny guelder rose seedlings beginning to slowly uncurl. These seeds were
picked last year and are just germinating now.
Acorns were in short supply this year but as usual a few trees were covered in in
beautiful specimens. The picture on the right was taken at Hembury woods at the
end of September. Our challenge always is to be at the right site just when most
are falling and before any cattle or squirrels find them. Timing of the ‘big drop’
depends on early frosts but is usually at the end of October. Luckily we managed to
be at Hembury at the right time with quite a good harvest of acorns which have
now been planted in our nurseries.
We are sorry to say goodbye to Michelle and thank her for all her hard work setting up a
very successful nursery at Dartington. For the moment we
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Moor Trees People
Introducing... Jon Brock, our new Tree & Volunteer Officer. Jon has
been a trustee and volunteer with Moor Trees for several years, but the
tree planting bug bit him while he was in Australia! Jon writes...
‘In 1989 I travelled to Australia for 6 months. While I was there I joined the
Australian Trust for Conservation Volunteers where I did my first native tree
planting.
The tree planting bug well and truly bit and on my return to the UK, after a
bit more travelling, I approached Exeter City Council about planting native
trees in Exeter. They were very keen as long as I could involve the local
community. I asked my old primary school if they would be interested they were , and 10 years later over 3000 children from 10 local schools had
planted over 12000 trees, all on public green spaces.
Today, some of the earliest trees planted are over 30 feet tall, forming woodlands
full of wildlife. A great example of what can be achieved by simply planting a tree!

Welcome ... to new Moor Trees student leader Carl Townley. Carl writes...
I'm a third year Geography student at Plymouth University. Being a Geography student I naturally jump at the opportunity to escape Plymouth and explore Dartmoor.
Despite studying so close to Dartmoor, it is surprising how many students spend
their degree years within Plymouth city centre! Although through choice for some, I
feel there are many students like myself who are simply unaware of the opportunities within the University to get out and about. Despite having only volunteered with
Moor Trees a couple of times, I knew I wanted to get more involved and saw the
student project leader role as the perfect opportunity to raise this awareness. Although as I write, we are only a few weeks into term, student numbers have been
very positive (even with the weekly Wednesday rains!) and I have very much enjoyed getting to know everyone at Moor Trees.

Congratulations... to Moor Trees trustee and volunteer Matt Underwood who has just
started up his own environmental business.
Matt started volunteering with the Moor Trees student group in 2007 and towards the end of that year started volunteering with the Sunday group. The following year he became student volunteer leader. He graduated in Earth Sciences
in 2009 and in 2010 he became a trustee of Moor Trees. After a 10 month stint
volunteering with the National Trust at Kilkhampton near Bude he has just started
his own business specialising in land and garden management and improvement
(www.countrysidefirst.co.uk).
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Trees for Life ... one millionth tree lecture tour!

The Scottish tree planting organization Trees for Life was the inspiration behind the formation of Moor Trees. Last spring, its
founder member and director Alan Watson Featherstone embarked on a nationwide lecture tour celebrating Trees for Life’s
planting of one million trees. Director Graham Burton and several trustees of Moor Trees went to the inspirational lecture he
gave at Schumacher College, Dartington. The following day, Alan joined us in a stroll around the ancient Lady’s Wood near
South Brent. Below is an excerpt from Alan’s tour blog. You can find a video of the lecture on the Schumacher College website at:
http://www.schumachercollege.org.uk/community/open-evenings
‘...I was heading to Exeter, where I stayed for two nights with Adam Griffin, an
old friend and kindred spirit whom I hadn’t seen for about 12 years. Adam used
to come and volunteer with Trees for Life, and we trained him up to lead our
volunteer groups, but in 1999 he co-founded the conservation charity Moor
Trees, with the specific aim of doing similar work to Trees for Life – forest restoration – on Dartmoor, and he hadn’t been back to Scotland since then.
I’m a patron of Moor Trees, and Adam is one of their trustees, so it was good
to catch up, both with him personally and about the work of Moor Trees itself –
one evening I had a walk in a nearby Nature Reserve with Adam and his fellow
trustees.
Alan Featherstone Watson (front right) and Moor
Trees trustees at Lady’s wood

The first night I gave a talk at Schumacher College in Totnes, and it proved to
be the best attended lecture so far on the tour, with over 60 people at it. The audience included quite a few people that I knew,
including some who have been on Trees for Life volunteer weeks, and I was introduced by Jonathan Dawson, who lived at Findhorn
for over 10 years and is now Head of Economics at Schumacher College – it was good to see him again. The talk was also filmed,
and my thanks to Constantin Dumba for that, and also for getting it online so quickly.’

Moor trees spreading the word! ...

... at Plymouth university

The Moor Trees stand at the university freshers’ volunteer
evening manned by project officer Brian Daniel and new
student leader Carl Townley (see page 3)

... at the ‘Woodland Olympics’
Matt Underwood writes: ‘On the 9th September Doug KingSmith held a ‘Woodland Olympics ‘ at the Hillyfields in
Harbourneford. The Olympics offered a range of events
and games. Moor Trees were there to show people our
planting at the Hillyfields. An interested group took a
guided tour of the plantations and were enthused about
the work of Moor Trees’

Volunteer Charlotte Green being persuasive at the Moor
Trees stand .
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Common or Black Alder
We hope to plant a wet alder woodland this winter. Graham Burton sheds some
light on this interesting tree.
Alder (Alnus glutinosa) is the most common
tree in riverside woodland and it improves soil
fertility through its ability to fix nitrogen from
the air.
Worldwide distribution
Common or black alder
occurs throughout most
of Europe and across
Russia to Siberia. Its
range also includes the
Caucasus, Iran, Turkey
and North Africa, where
it is native to Tunisia,
Algeria and Morocco.

typically being 150 years.
The annual rate of
growth can be up to 90
cm a year when the tree
is young and, after the
death of the original
trunk, new shoots can
sprout from the base,
forming a multistemmed clump of new
growth.

Alder occurs at elevations of up to 500 metres
and typically grows
alongside streams and
rivers or on wet ground.
As a result it is often
found in narrow bands
along watercourses, although in the right conditions it can form alder
carr, which is a dense
thicket or stand of alder,
usually small in height,
growing on wet swampy
soils

Alder is monoecious, so
each tree bears both
male catkins and female
flowers. The seeds have
small 'wings' which are
air-filled membranes
that enable them to float
on water; dispersal is by
both wind and water.
Seeds have been recorded as germinating
on the surface of water,
and then rooting successfully when they are

washed up on land. The
empty cones can persist
on the tree until the following spring and are a
distinctive feature of the
alder tree in winter.
Ecological relationships
A mature alder supports
a variety of moss and
lichen species on its bark
and branches. Because it
grows by rivers and
streams, where there is
often a higher humidity
in the air due to spray,
moisture-loving lichens
such as tree lungwort
(Lobaria pulmonaria) are
relatively common on
alder.

Alder typically grows alongside
streams and rivers.

In England a wider range
of moths are associated
with alder, including the
alder kitten moth
(Furcula bicuspis).

Physical characteristics
Alder is a member of the
birch family of trees and
can reach 25 metres in
height. Like the birches,
it is a pioneer species
which grows quickly and
is relatively short-lived,
ripening cones and leaf of alder in late
with the maximum age summer

Each tree bears both male
catkins and female flowers.

alder kitten moth (Furcula bicuspis)

Want to help create a wet alder woodland this winter?
Check out the opportunities at: www.moortrees.org
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Moor Trees at HMP Dartmoor
Instead of our normal update on work at the prison, we are printing a
prisoner’s account of his experience of working within the OPEP (Offender
Pathway to Employment) project.

I

had been aware of
Moor Trees and the
work they do prior to
coming to prison and have
a few friends who have
volunteered over the years.
I didn’t realise that Moor
Trees did any work with the
prison until I was placed in
the resettlement unit here.
I guess it’s not something
you necessarily pay attention to until its relevant to
you.
As a prisoner in HMP Dartmoor’s resettlement unit, I
have been working on the
reservoir project with Moor
Trees. On the whole I have
found it rewarding work.
What we’ve been doing
The first work I undertook
for Moor Trees was strimming out some of the brambles. Also, walking the area
and trying my best to selectively remove as much of
the rose bay willow herb
that had grown up in
patches on the hillside,
whilst avoiding the ferns,
foxgloves and trees. Over
the course of two days I
thought I had done a fairly
systematic job, but now a
few months have past and it
is almost as if I had never
been there - with lots of
new growth especially in the
areas not yet fully covered
in woodchip.
A few weeks later a group of
us made a dry stone wall
down by the reservoir, wall-

ing off some trees by the
wall to the road from the
path being laid around it.
This was probably my favourite task to date. I found
it particularly rewarding to
see the results of our labour. After the strimming it
was nice to do something
which created a far more
permanent change, one
which will hopefully stand
there for many years to
come.
Since I started on the project in April, the weather
has been unusually wet,
which has made some of the
work more challenging especially laying gravel for
the paths around the site.
Despite this, we have been
doing much of this recently.
This has usually involved a
three man team. One of the
team uses the telescopic
handler with the bucket
attachment to collect the
gravel dropped off near the
museum site and dump it in
a trailer at the entrance to
the reservoir site.
Another then tows this
trailer with the mini tractor
to the area of path being
laid and reverses it up to the
point required while a third
man acts as a ‘banksman’,
directing him. He then
pours the gravel in patches
in the dugout path onto the
underlay and spreads it with
a rake.
Whilst this is going on the
telescopic handler is collect-

ing more gravel. At a later
date this is compacted using
the steamroller and then
another layer is added in a
similar manner.
Recently we have been
woodchipping some felled
trees and bushes at the top
of the site. I believe the
intention is to spread the
woodchip on some of the
areas on the hillside not

of the training available on
the farm - including brush
cutting and strimming,
mowing, tractor driving and
most recently, using the
wood chipper. There is no
shortage of practice in these
skills, especially the strimming , which seems to be
never ending.
I hope some of the skills will
come in useful upon my

... using the wood chipper

currently covered, to help
keep back some of the unwanted growth.

release later this year, and
may ultimately help me gain
employment.

Over the past week, while
the farm manager has been
away, a couple of us were
planting trees from pots
into the beds in one of the
nurseries attached to the
wing and undertaking weeding and other maintenance
work. There is never a
shortage of work to do!

Since spring I have enjoyed
watching the seasonal
changes on the site and seeing nature take its course.
The hillside has been covered in large patches of foxgloves which seem to be
thriving - on the woodchipped areas in particular and when they aren’t obscured by fog, provide a
welcome contrast to the
less picturesque sights I had
grown accustomed to inside
the prison walls.

Positives
Whilst on the project I have
been able to undertake and
make use of a fair amount

continued opposite >>>
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>>>Moor Trees at HMP Dartmoor
With even more baby foxgloves establishing themselves on the hill, it seems
likely they will be even
more rampant next summer which I’m sure will be
a pleasant sight.
It has been satisfying to
observe the changes on the

site as we undertake work,
for example, the walls and
paths taking shape. It is
nice to see the results of
your efforts week after
week and feel that you
have made a contribution
to something positive.
Apart from the odd job in

summer holidays whilst a
student, I’ve never had a
full time job and I feel that
these last few months have
provided me with some
insight into regular working
routines which will be valuable to me when I try and
find work in the real world.

ment has increased. This is
important, as a lack of employment was the main
factor leading to my choosing to offend, which ultimately led me here.
The author wishes to remain anonymous

My confidence in the
chances of finding employ-

The reservoir work and farmland improvement project has been funded
by Biffaward, a multi-million pound environment fund managed by the
Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts (RSWT), which utilises landfill tax credits
donated by Biffa Waste Services.

Jon Covey
on this
year’s AGM

I

n what has been the wettest summer for a hundred years ...
what were the chances of finding a dry sunny day up at HMP Dartmoor at Prince-

town, venue for the Moor Trees 2012
AGM? Well, the sun smiled down
from a dazzling azure sky as everyone
strolled down through the prison farm to
the training unit for the meeting.

The business of the day was promptly underway. Approval of minutes and accounts, finance and membership reports,
the re-appointing of auditors, election of trustees (all the existing trustees remaining in place with no new appointments) and the presentation of certificates of achievement to our wonderful dedicated volunteers. Moor Trees di- ... dramatic moorland landscape - could
rector Graham Burton then gave a summary of this year's achievements and
do with a few more native trees though!
our plans and aspirations for the future.
A special ‘thank you’ presentation and farewell was given to Michelle Hollox, our Tree Nursery Officer, for her part in
making our tree nurseries more organised and efficient and for running the Thursday volunteer group at the Dartington nursery. A break for lunch followed. A big thank you to Sue Burton for this sumptuous feast which was presented
so wonderfully.
After that, it felt just right to partake in a little gentle exercise: an afternoon amble on the trail around the newly restored prison reservoir and ongoing tree plantation which has already become a wildlife haven and which will become
an important amenity for locals and visitors to Princetown.
Our day concluded with a quick hike up the hill overlooking the prison, where Graham pointed out
the areas which are being negotiated for tree plantations. The top of the hill offered a glorious
panoramic vista for miles and miles of dramatic moorland landscape. Could do with a few more
native trees though!

Certificates of achievement
Outstanding contribution: Bea Campbell, John Burden
Over 200 hours: Robin Lee
Over 150 hours: Paul Harrison, Susan Widlake, Judith Allen,
Ellie Standen, Adam Smith, Jon Covey
Over 90 hours: Shane Turner

Students
Over 70 hours: Jason Doe (student
leader)
Over 60 hours: Holly Wheeler
Over 40 hours: Naomi Wisbey
Over 40 hours: Dorothy Suleh

2012

ALDER
Are you weary, alder tree,
in this, the age of rain?

The rain showers
release from you a broken tune

From your branches
droop clots of lichen

but when the sun blinks, as it must,
how you’ll sparkle–

like fairy lungs. All week,
squalls, tattered mists:

like a fountain in a wood
of untold fountains.

alder, who unfolded
before the receding glaciers

Kathleen Jamie

first one leaf then another,
won’t you teach me
a way to live
on this damp ambiguous earth?

Moor Trees
Old School Centre
Totnes Road
South Brent
Devon
TQ10 9BP
PHONE:
0845 456 9803
E-MAIL:
info@moortrees.org

About Moor Trees
Our staff:
Graham Burton
Bea Campbell
Jon Brock
Paul Hammett
Chris Curry

Director
Finances and Broadley nursery
Tree & Volunteer Officer
HMP Dartmoor project (OPEP)
Membership Officer

Our trustees:
Janet Cotter (chair)
Bea Campbell (treasurer)
Guy Gilmore (secretary)
Jon Brock

Paul Harrison
Matt Underwood
Adam Griffin
Jon Covey

Visit our website
at

www.moortrees.org

Our patrons:

Registered charity number
1081142

Sir Jonathon Porritt
Stephan Harding (Schumacher college)
Satish Kumar (Resurgence magazine and Schumacher College)
Pen Hadow (Polar explorer)
Alan Watson Featherstone (Trees for Life)
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