Moor Trees News
Restoring native woodland

spring 2014

Update from Moor Trees director Graham Burton
It is always lovely to see the signs of spring after a long winter. This past winter has been, shall we say, different! Less
snow and ice and rather more wind and rain than we have
seen in the last few years.
Trees have been falling all over Dartmoor and the South
Hams, especially during the October gales when they were
still in almost full leaf so it is more important than ever that
new ones are being planted. Moor Trees has contributed to
this with the planting of over 4,000 trees this past winter.
Before Christmas we created over a hectare of woodland near the sea at South
Milton, but the bulk of the
planting has been at Howton Down, the hilltop site
above Seale Hayne Community Centre. This project has
been a long time in the planning but at last we have begun and I would like to
thank all the volunteers and
supporters who have made
this possible. Thanks are
also due to our colleagues at
Hannahs who have worked
the Howton Down site looking over to Newton Abbot
with us to make this happen.
We have two more winters planting here and it will be marvellous to watch this
new woodland, the largest single site we have ever tackled, grow and thrive.
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We are in a bit of limbo regarding Forestry Commission woodland creation grants
at the moment. The government asked for a review of the entire sector, with contributions from all interested parties, with the intention to re-structure the Forestry Commission, possibly separating the tree growing industry from the grants
and statutory delivery arm. We should know this year what the future has in store
and what the new woodland support looks like, both in terms of funding and arrangements.
Best wishes tree planting at Howton Down...............page 2
Graham
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In mid
November
we began
our first
tree planting at The
Barn near
South Milton in south Devon. Here
we planted just over 1000
native trees in a field which
will become a 'camping site
in the woods'. The Barn was
a wedding venue meaning
we could have our breaks in
relative luxury!

Moor Trees News
Tree planting officer Jon Brock reports on a very successful
year’s planting including the first stage of the massive Seale
Hayne project—in spite of the weather!
nately nearby there is a
woodland containing small
leaved lime suggesting this
is a good substitute for ash.
The site is wonderful. It is a
large field containing a spur
of high ground pointing
east. From the top is a magnificent panorama of the
Teign valley as it makes its
way down to the sea at
Teignmouth. And looking
north-west the first tors of
Dartmoor rise over the
patchwork of fields, woods
and hedgerows.

The Barn at South Milton with beautiful views out to sea

The weather during the
planting was mild and
mainly sunny which, when
coupled with the beautiful
views out to sea, made this
one of the most stunning
planting sites Moor Trees
has recently worked at. We
all look forward to returning
in the summer to check on
the progress of the new
trees.
After the Christmas break
we began work at Howton
Down which is part of the
Seale Hayne estate near
Newton Abbot. Over the
next three years we will
plant over 10000 native
trees creating the largest
area of new woodland that
Moor Trees has ever completed.
Splitting the site into three
blocks we began work in the
eastern section at the beginning of January. Because of
'ash dieback' disease we are
not allowed to plant ash
trees until further notice so
we have substituted ash
with small leaved lime - a
first for Moor Trees. Fortu-

Volunteer Lottie O’Toole carries on planting in ‘some of
the worst weather experienced
at Moor Trees’

Some of the weather
thrown at us was the worst I
have experienced with
Moor Trees and it is a great
credit to our volunteers that
we have completed this
planting and with a week to
spare!
From 8th January to 16
March, volunteers planted
2820 native trees, not forgetting that more than 500
of those were planted by
ViP students from Plymouth
university.

Howton Down....a magnificent panorama of the Teign valley

The larger varieties (1000
oak and 600 small-leaved
lime) were planted on the
lower slopes so as not to
impede the view from the
top. The remaining 600 or
so smaller varieties of tree
were planted around the
edges and mingled with the
oaks and limes to create a
structured but also varied
and vibrant new woodland.
Huge thanks to Brian Daniel
and Jon Covey who tirelessly
beavered away, often behind the scenes, helping

Moor Trees move forward
Last but no means least, a
massive thank you to all our
fantastic volunteers, without whom none of this
would be possible at all.
Keep planting and don't
forget the cake!
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The Seale Hayne complex where Moor Trees is currently creating a huge woodland
has an interesting history. Here is an outline of its development from agricultural
college to Hannahs at Seale Hayne.
1909: The Board of Agriculture
decided that Seale-Hayne
would be a way of furthering
their objective of expanding
the education of science and
practice of agriculture in the
South-West.

1920: The first 37 students
arrived during January from
varied backgrounds and an
intake age ranging from 16 to
over 40.

1939: When WWII was declared, the College was requisitioned for training of the
Woman's Land Army (WLA).

2002: At a time of recession
when the university focus was
on establishing and expanding
the main Plymouth campus and
when many agricultural institutions and faculties were closing
throughout the UK, the decision to close Seale-Hayne was
announced, with all courses
transferring to the Plymouth
campus. The Seale-Hayne Future Group was formed to campaign for retention of education at Seale-Hayne and food
production at the farm.

1912—1914: Construction of
the college

1914: Opening was delayed
due to the onset of WWI and
the college was offered to the
War Office and was used to
train 'land girls' for farm work.

1919: Seale-Hayne officially
opened as an Agricultural College.

1918 - mid 1919: The College
was requisitioned as SealeHayne Military Hospital for
neurasthenic cases where pioneering treatments using novel
methods, which are still used
today, were carried out.

1942: By December 1942 over
800 women were trained and
Seale-Hayne had become a
centre for research and development to aid the war effort.

1946 - early 1960s: A huge
development of building facilities and an expansion of agricultural development.

1992: Plymouth Polytechnic
achieved University status.

2005: The college closed and
many Seale-Hayne staff transferred to the University campus in Plymouth.

Mid 1960s: Seale-Hayne's
reputation established as arguably the premier agricultural
college in the UK, as funding
changed from the Ministry of
Agriculture to the Ministry of
Education.
2009: The College was bought
by Dame Hannah Rogers Trust,
establishing Hannahs at SealeHayne, and a local farmer
bought the farm.

2014: Moor Trees commenced the creation
of a 10000 tree woodland at Seale Hayne

More about the work of Hannahs overleaf
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Bea Much loved and missed Moor Trees’ stalwart Bea Campbell sends
us her news...

Dear All,
Many of you will know that after 10 years as a Trustee of Moor Trees I resigned last summer because I
moved to London to be near my family. Fortunately they are in Walthamstow and I now live very close to
Epping Forest so I am not completely deprived of ancient woodland!
I have enjoyed exploring the forest and learning about the social history and of the fight through the courts in Victorian
times to protect the commoners’ rights and to keep the land as a resource for the public.
There are also new trees to get to know, in particular Hornbeam which is very common here. There are many old specimens
with fantastic shapes due to pollarding many years ago. The silver birch buds are swelling now and have a purple tinge
leading my grandson to call them ‘purple ghost trees’.
There are hazel catkins and blackthorn blossoms around now but I will miss the Devon primroses. I often think of the
different planting sites we worked on and how lovely they look in spring, but it is also good to be able to enjoy trees without the effort of planting them! It’s much dryer and flatter up here and that is good for me because of my arthritis.
I have found plenty to do from exhibitions in central London to an over 50’s group looking at the social and natural history
of a large local park. I am also going to classes in embroidery and history as well as meeting my grandson from school on
three afternoons a week. I make sure he notices the flowers, trees and birds on the walk home and I do enjoy his questions and enthusiasm.
I keep up to date with Moor Trees through contact with Jon Covey and others from the Broadley Tuesday group. I did
miss the seed processing last autumn, there was such an abundant crop of seeds and acorns and will miss seed sowing
which will start now. I have some flowers germinating on a windowsill but it’s not quite the same.
I wish you all the very best for the future and am very pleased to see how others have stepped in with willingness and
expertise to fill the gaps I left and to carry on the good work!
Best wishes Bea
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Moor Trees has been working with Hannahs at Seale Hayne to create the Howton Down
woodland. Here is a brief summary of the work of Hannahs

Hannahs was founded in 1767 by Dame Hannah Rogers – the wife of a Plymouth MP - who had a passion for working
with children. The aim has always been simple: to help enrich and empower the lives of children and adults in need.
In 1925 Hannahs opened one of the UK's first orthopaedic hospitals at Ivybridge.
Some 30 years later, it opened the first school for children with Cerebral Palsy. Since then, it has enabled and enriched
the lives of more than 500 disabled children and their families annually. In 2008 Hannahwood was opened. Hannahwood
is a transition programme for 19-25 yr olds, helping them to live independently in specially adapted, bright and modern
bungalows.
Hannahs acquired the 90 acre site at Seale-Hayne in December 2009 and opened their sustainable vibrant community to
the public in May 2010. There is an outdoor pursuits centre, recording studios, sensory music rooms, farm, gallery, bistro,
workshops, vocational courses and learning placements. It is abundant in opportunities for all abilities.
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A glimpse at the social
side of Bea’s farewell
AGM 2013
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The importance of being a big tree
Janet Cotter explains the role big mature trees have in regulating the amount
of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere and their importance to biodiversity.

We know that forests are
biodiversity-rich, and we
know they provide us with
essential ecosystem services, such as regulating
water flows and influencing weather patterns. One
ecosystem service often
discussed these days is
the role of forests in helping regulate the amount
of the greenhouse gas,
carbon dioxide, in the atmosphere.
A new analysis in Nature,
one of the top scientific
journals, demonstrates
that big, mature trees play
an important part in this
role.
Forests store large
amounts of carbon that
would otherwise contribute to climate change.
They store nearly 300 billion tonnes of carbon in
their living parts (biomass)
– roughly 30 times the
annual amount of emissions created by burning
fossil fuels. But when forests are degraded or destroyed, this carbon is released into the atmosphere.

It used to be thought that
only young forests captured (or sequestered)
carbon from the atmosphere whilst they were
growing, and that ancient
(also called primary or old
-growth) forests simply
stored this carbon. However, several recent studies have now shown that
intact ancient forests also
take up carbon from the
atmosphere. This new
study could help explain
how ancient forests continue to take up carbon.
The researchers have
found that carbon uptake
of trees (as measured by
growth rates) continuously increases with their
size because the overall
leaf area increases as they
grow. This enables bigger
trees to absorb more carbon from the atmosphere.
Thus, the oldest trees in a
forest capture the most
carbon from the atmosphere. These oldest trees
are to be found in ancient
forests. Importantly, older
trees are also more valuable for biodiversity than
younger trees because
they support a wider

range of species. For example, hollows and snags
provide habitats for nesting birds.
The authors warn, however, that forest dynamics are complex: large
trees are subject to
higher mortality rates
than young trees and the
number of trees in a
given area may be higher
in a young forest. These
factors may offset the
increased growth of mature trees in a forest.
Nonetheless, it is now
evident that big, old trees
are highly important
components of ancient
forests, in terms of biodiversity and both carbon
uptake and storage.

Selective logging in forests
usually removes the bigger trees, and much deforestation occurs in ancient forests, which contains these older trees.
This new study emphasises the double whammy
of removing these trees:
removal releases carbon
into the atmosphere
where it contributes to
climate change, but also
removes an important
sink that would take up
some of mankind's carbon
emissions from the atmosphere. That’s why
Greenpeace is campaigning for zero (gross) deforestation, globally, by
2020.

This article was originally a blog for Greenpeace who have kindly allowed us to reproduce it here. Dr. Janet
Cotter is a senior scientist at the Greenpeace International Science Unit. Janet is also chair of Moor Trees’
Trustees.
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The Rowan Tree
Continuing his series on the trees that Moor Trees plants
Graham Burton takes a look at a tree steeped in mythology.

Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia), also known as mountain ash, is native to the UK and northern and western Europe. The Old
English name of the rowan is cwic-beám, which survives in the name quickbeam. By the 19th-century this name was reinterpreted as connected to the word ‘witch’.
Appearance: Mature trees can grow to 15m and can live for up to 200 years.
The bark is smooth and silvery grey, and leaf buds are purple and hairy. Each
flower contains both male and female reproductive parts. Flowers are borne
in dense clusters, each one bearing five creamy white petals. After successful
pollination by insects, they develop into scarlet fruits. The seeds are dispersed
by birds.
Value to wildlife: The leaves are eaten by caterpillars of a number of moths,
including the larger Welsh wave and autumn green carpet. Caterpillars of the
...flowers are borne in dense clusters, each
apple fruit moth feed on the berries. Flowers provide pollen and nectar for
one bearing five creamy white petals
bees and other pollinating insects, while the berries are a rich source of autumn food for birds, especially wintering thrushes and waxwing.
Mythology and symbolism: Rowan has made a rich contribution to folk lore and mythology. It is prominent in Norse
mythology as the tree from which the first woman was made (the first man being made from the ash tree) and it was
the specified wood onto which runes were carved.
The colour red was considered to be the best colour for fighting evil, and so the rowan, with its bright red berries, has
long been associated with magic and witches.
The tree itself was said to afford protection to the dwelling by which it grew, and to protect cows and their dairy produce from enchantment. From Scotland to Cornwall equal-armed crosses made from rowan twigs and bound with red
thread were sewn into the lining of coats or carried in pockets to ward against evil spirits.
The wood was used for stirring milk to prevent it curdling, and as a pocket charm against rheumatism. It was also used
to make divining rods and the wooden shafts of forks and other farm implements to protect farm animals and production from witches' spells
How we use rowan: The wood is pale yellow-brown with a deeper brown
heartwood. It is strong, hard and tough, but not particularly durable. It is
sometimes used in turnery, furniture, craftwork and engraving. Druids used
the bark and berries to dye the garments worn during lunar ceremonies black,
and the bark was also used in the tanning process.
Rowan berries are edible to humans once treated - they are sour but rich in
vitamin C. They can be made into or added to a variety of alcoholic drinks the Scots made a strong spirit from the berries, the Welsh brewed ale, the
Irish used them to flavour Mead. Rowan berry jelly is still made and is eaten
with game, especially venison.

.Rowan berries are edible to humans once
treated

The Rowan Tree
Beneath the green and berry red
They flutter about
Making a melody with each wing strum
Magical lil’ creatures
Beauties of the forest
Fairies they are called by some
Protecting and guarding against the darkness
Bringing well being to babe’s milk
Sweet Rowan tree
Grace my land and grow
Ward off evil spirits
And remind me of my heritage of long ago
Dance with me in moonlight May
And I shall honour you
With my nurturing hands
And the remembrance of the one who holds my smile
Patricia Gale
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